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This conference is aimed at the dissemination of the final outcomes of the Tempus Tacis Project “FRELP” which is:

· funded by the European Commission, the Directorate-General for Education and Culture,

· promoted by the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Udmurt Republic, the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation and the Tambov Regional Administration (TRA)
· carried out by a consortium composed by (according to the Contract list): 
1. University of Genoa (Italy) as a contractor, 
2. Tambov State Technical University as a scientific coordinator,

3. ARPA Piemonte, Regional Agency for Environmental Protection (Italy),

4. Association ELM, Europe Liguria Mediterranean (Italy),

5. Slovak University of Technology of Bratislava (Slovak Republic),
6. Udmurt State University,

7. University of Alicante (Spain). 
The project activities are mainly intended to:

· arrange a trans-disciplinary expertise for graduate students, focusing on the theoretical and methodological grounds of four main environmental domains (European and international ecological law; environmental policies and policy-making; economic sustainability and cost-benefit analysis of environmental programmes; technical-operative analysis);

· introduce the students to the empirical analysis of environmentalism and related topics, applying the research methods specifically developed by the three main approaches considered: legal, policy and economic approach. 
As regards the general structure of the course, the main aim concerns to the academic perspective of Tempus and the present aim is to contribute to the development of the “Bologna process” in Russia. This ambitious but achievable task is also linked to consolidate contacts between Russian universities and universities of E.U. countries, as well as their extensive networks of contacts among governmental bodies, NGOs and scientific organisations in the field of environmental studies.

The structure of the master course is in accordance with the objectives of Bologna Declaration in order to develop a cycle of post graduate studies of two-years leading to a master degree. The same direction is indicated also by the European Law Faculties Association in the field of the development of university curricula for international or European law studies. Such an effort is also aimed at the adoption of a system of easily readable and comparable degrees, in order to facilitate professional recognition of course units, degrees and other awards. Furthermore the project fills in the aims of the Sixth Environment Action Programme of the European Community “Environment 2010: Our future, Our Choice” of September 2002, as a step towards the effective implementation and enforcement of environmental legislation and the establishment of a common baseline for E.U., Neighbourhood and Tacis countries.

The Master provides science graduates (diploma in “lawyer” or “engineer-ecologist” in TSTU) with the opportunity to extend their scientific knowledge into environment area, as well as providing an introduction to the field of environmental law and policy. For the enrolled graduates, the opportunity is to extend their knowledge into environmental aspects of law, as well as to gain an understanding of some of the concepts on the basis of the environmental science, to acquire knowledge and skills in policy and management.

The project has been developed as follows.

1. The starting point has been the survey and definition of the Master Team. A check of the situation of the courses taught in the Russian Federation has been made and afterward a comparison with the consolidated academic background in E.U. 

2. Several sets of methodological and thematic workshops in Alicante, Bratislava and Genoa have been performed in order to assess the materials collected and to discuss on the "state-of-the-art" of education in Environmental Law.
3. The Master Team therefore provided for the curricula and courses development by an analytical definition of new Master course, according to main needs and opportunities, and its positioning into existing courses at TSTU. Some joint report on the proposal of curricula and courses to be established and implemented were printed.
4. Keeping into account that the most strategic asset of an organisation is human resources, a very important outcome has been the advanced retraining of the TSTU academic staff on foreign languages and on juridical matters. The retraining programme has been organized in two different sets, delivered in Izhevsk and in the E.U. universities. The delivery of these specialization training courses, in the perspective of continue education, have found direct feedback in the enhanced skill achieved by the TSTU staff to be involved in the future Course and in the new academic vision of TSTU teaching staff. The achievement of the retraining course in favour of the TSTU staff has to be considered the most relevant output of the overall project till now. 
As regards the dissemination actions, a Web site of the Project has been created in order to show the improvement results of the Tambov and Izhevsk Universities, to disseminate the contents of the new courses and to present the enhancing of the retraining activities. The website is being developed in order to create an information point for training and consulting network of public agencies, to reach public authorities and enterprises in the environmental sector; to create an Information Bulletin with the contribution of every actor and stakeholder of the project activities. 
As regards the transfer of the organisational elements, relevant has been the role performed by the three individual experts coming from the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation, Federal Service for Education and Science Supervision and Tambov Regional Administration who have coordinated the placement, in their organization, of the TSTU and UdSU staff who therefore has performed a sort of internship which allowed them a very important linkage among the public and private institutions involved in environmental subjects such as research, policies, laws and job.
As regards the quality control and the monitoring of the project activities, this role has been performed by the two non-universities institutions, ARPA Piemonte and ELM. The overall assessment has been positive as well as very relevant have been the hints noticed by these institutions, with particular reference to:

· the suggestion for the Master students to have also the opportunity to get some direct experience by visiting or even joining institutions in the front line of environmental risk management; 

· the recommendation to act very carefully in the process of transferring legal principles and good practices, considering the differences among different legal and cultural systems.
As regards at last the sustainability after the project and the long-term perspectives developed by the two beneficiary universities has to be mentioned and highlighted the official recognition of the Master Course appointed by the  Federal Service of Education and Science Supervision of the Russian Federation. By this recognition the project JEP results are addressed to the regional and national environment. The project results are disseminated to more than 80 Russian Universities and Academies, enterprises and companies. In front of these recognitions and of the positive achievement of the Project outcomes, the beneficiary Universities got the new structures with the title of “Documentation Centre in Environmental Law and Policies” 
The achievement of these outcomes has been possible thanks to the enthusiastic contribution and the deep commitment of every involved actor of the partner universities, to the contribution of everybody; then I warmly invite all the participants to duly consider the job done and the goals achieved, to appreciate the efforts devoted to the project and to trust in the capability of TSTU and UdSU decision makers and teachers to face the challenge towards the culture of sustainable development. This challenge is open and will permit to TSTU and to UdSU to go toward the wider objectives of the reforming of the Russian higher education system and of the cooperation with the European Union’s Member States for the establishment of the common space for education. 
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